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Preface

When Hallel Communications agreed in 1977 to bring out our
series of cassette tapes, they did so because the speakers were
not only individuals concerned with Teilhard’s thought but also
officers of an organization existing at a certain period of time
with a stated purpose. This book is a short account of that or-
ganization and some of the people who have been part of it.
There is, of course, a larger story that is not attempted here: the
influence of Teilhard’s thought on secular and religious ideas—
as well as on private lives—in the sixties and seventies of this
century. This story remains to be written.

My sources for this history are the correspondence files of
the American Teilhard Association, the Minutes of Board
Meetings, the Newsletters and archives, the 1964 Fordham
Conference Proceedings, some notes sent to me by Beatrice
Bruteau, Ewert Cousins’ taped recollections of his early years
at Fordham, a long talk with Robert Francoeur one morning
this past summer when I visited him on Cape Cod, and my own
long experience with the Association.

The American Teilhard Association is now in its eleventh
year. It believes that Teilhard’s vision will play an important
role in shaping the new world-view that is emerging in the last
decades of this century, and in its publications and programs it
will continue to relate Teilhard’s thought to that evolving
world.

Winifred McCulloch

New York City
QOctober, 1978




2 19511964

de Solages, M. Claude Cuénot, M. Jean de Beer, and M.
André Selon. . : ,

A Committee to advise on the publication of Teilhard s work
included many distinguished scholars, scientists, and }1terar¥
figures, among whom were Dr. George Barbour, Abbé Henr}
Breuil, Prince Louis de Broglie, Dr. Julian Huxley, M. André
Malraux, M. Léopold Sédar Senghor of. Senegal, Dr. Arnold
Toynbee, and members of Teilhard’s family. | :

In 1964 the Fondation Teilhard de Chardin was established
with headquarters in the Musée de ’'Homme, 38, rue Qeoffrey—
St. Hilaire, Paris, V. Here there was an office, a library, a
museum, archives containing all of Teilhard’s writings, and a
study room for research. Its stated purpose was to conserve the
manuscripts bequeathed by Teilhard, to collect all works eman-
ating from him and concerning him, to xpake t'hese V’vrmngs
available to authors and students, to publish Tellharc} S wprk
and to defend his thought, to promote the stuc.ly, diffusion,
application and extension of his thought by meetings, lectures,
congresses, prizes and publication. .

The Fondation also served as a center for a growing number
of affiliated associations and study groups not only in France
but throughout the world as well. By 1964 there was the
Teilhard de Chardin Gesellshaft in Munich and The Pierre
Teilhard de Chardin Association of Great Britain and Ireland
in London. Also, though unaffiliated with Paris, there was the
Centre Belge Teilhard de Chardin in Brussels.

Forerunners in the
United States

1954—1967

The American edition of the Phenomenon of Man was pub-
lished by Harper & Row in 1959 (it had appeared in France in
1955 and in England in 1959). The Divine Milieu came out in
1960. By 1961 the Phenomenon of Man had already sold
90,000 copies in France and over 50,000 in the United States.

Early in the 1960s Fordham University became a center for
the critical study of Teilhard, the first such center for serious
study in this country. Teilhardian studies started slowly with
Dr. Louis Marks in Biology and Joseph Donceel, S.J., in Philos-
ophy introducing his thought in their lecture courses. There was
also a short-lived Teilhard Circle under a former colleague of
Teilhard, J. Franklin Ewing, S.J., whose object was to stimu-
late critical appraisal chiefly from an anthropological point of
view. Ewert Cousins, who went to Fordham in 1960 to teach in
the Classics Department and also to study in the Graduate
Philosophy Department, remembers discovering a lively interest
there.

At Fordham from the summer of 1962 through the summer
of 1964 there was a graduate student in biology, Fr. Robert
Francoeur, who brought with him an already highly developed
interest in Teilhard. He had been introduced to Teilhard’s
thought in 1954 while writing a master’s thesis on Lecomte du
Noiiy at the Seminary of St. Vincent’s in Latrobe, Pennsyl-
vania. His mentor had criticized it on the grounds that he had
come to too many conclusions based on his own ideas. Shortly
afterwards Bob Francoeur had picked up a copy of Cross
Currents in which he read an article on Teilhard de Chardin by
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4 1954—1967

Msgr. Bruno de Solages—the first article (traqsla.ted from
French) to appear in English in an American periodical—and
he realized not only that Lecomte du Nouy and Teilhard were
kindred spirits but also that here were the substantiations his
mentor had wanted.

Robert Francoeur wrote to de Solages in Toulouse, and a
lively correspondence ensued. This grew to include Claude
Tresmontant, a lay biblical scholar living in Paris, who had
written a book on Teilhard. Bob translated it into English.
Then, in 1959, he saw an advertisement put out by Helican
Press in Baltimore for a forthcoming edition by another trans-
lator. Pointing out to Helicon’s Dr. McManus that the pro-
posed book would lack a glossary and a bibliography,‘he was
commissioned to supply these items and also to review the
translation. This book, Pierre Teilhard de Chardit?: His
Thought, was published in 1959, the first book on Teilhard,
albeit a translation, to be published in English in this country.

About this time the Knights of Columbus in Baltimore spon-
sored a television program on Teilhard in which Qustav
Weigel, S.J., Professor of Theology at Woodstock in Bal-
timore, J. Franklin Ewing, S.J., of Fordham, Dr. John Wal'sh,
a lay professor of history at Pace College in New York Qty,
and Robert Francoeur took part. A transcription was published
in Jubilee, the first article written in English on Teilhard to
appear in the United States. ]

In the spring of 1961 Robert Francoeur went to Paris where
he met Claude Tremontant and was introduced by him to an
American woman, Dorothy Poulain, who was married to a
Frenchman, with a good reputation as a writer on Catholic
topics. Her articles appeared in both French and Arper?can
periodicals, and she was a member of a liberal Catholic circle
that included Jean Danielou, S.J., and Henri de Lubac, S.J. Fr.
Francoeur was to have an extensive correspondence with her.
She put him in touch with her friend, Mlle. Jeanne Mortier,
and became the translator in a correspondence that developed
between Mile. Mortier and Fr. Francoeur.

In 1961-1962 Robert Francoeur was in Baltimore where he
became friends with Gustav Weigel, S.J., and John Courtney
Murray, S.J., both of them pioneer spirits in the Vatican Coun-

Forerunners in the United States 5

cil. While there he put together the first anthology of articles
written in English in this country, The World of Teilhard de
Chardin. Among the contributors were Dr. John Walsh,
Gustav Weigel, S.J., John Lafarge, S.J., and Dr. Karl Stern,
the noted psychologist. Mention of its forthcoming publication
was made in a footnote to an article that appeared in the
American Benedictine Review, a small magazine with a circula-
tion of only 800, and before it was even in print a Monitum was
issued by the Apostolic Delegate in Washington prohibiting its
reading by American seminarians. After much correspondence
with the Apostolic Delegate the book was published in 1961.
It was well reviewed, but it never did receive an imprimatur.

The summer of 1962, then, found Robert Francoeur at
Fordham working on his doctorate in biology and building a
network of kindred spirits who were also interested in Teilhard.
These included Beatrice Bruteau (a Ph.D. candidate in Philos-
ophy and Managing Editor of the International Philosophical
Quarterly, a publication founded at Fordham in 1960 and pro-
duced in collaboration with the Jesuits at Louvain), Dr. Pierre
Dansereau (Assistant Director of the New York Botanical
Gardens) and others outside the University such as Dr. George
Barbour at the University of Cincinnati, Teilhard’s colleague in
China.

Through Robert Francoeur, the group at Fordham became
aware of an intense power play that had sprung up in Europe
between Mlle. Mortier in Paris and a Mme. de Wespin in
Belgium. Mme. de Wespin was making an effort to establish
branches of the Centre Belge Teilhard de Chardin throughout
the world and was pushing Bob to set one up in the United
States. Mlle. Mortier was opposed to her strong-handed ap-
proach, and this problem was discussed at length in her cor-
respondence with Bob. The American group felt their allegiance
to be with Mlle. Mortier.

At this point, in the summer of 1962, soon after he had ar-
rived at Fordham, Robert Francoeur consulted a group of
eminent scientists—Dr. Theodosius Dobzhansky, Dr. Loren
Eiseley, Dr. Pierre Dansereau, and Dr. Alexander Wolsky.
With their encouragement a group of people, some at Fordham
and others outside of the University, formed The American







