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INTRODUCTION 

 

I want to share some thoughts with you about Teilhard’s profound and compelling vision of 

personhood. But I want to do so against the broader backdrop of contemporary interspiritual 

dialogue and the Integral Evolutionary movement, where I have been part of the conversation 

circle for the better part of two decades. I want to reflect more generally on what Teilhard’s 

vision of personhood still has to bring to the evolutionary conversation today, particularly as it 

tends to play out in the more secular and “spiritual but not religious” formats of our times. Is 

there a uniquely Western and Christian way of understanding what would nowadays be called 

the highest states of conscious realization? I believe there is, and that Teilhard’s notion of 

personhood still holds the key to it. 

 

Please bear with me if my initial remarks seem to circle a bit. I need to put a few pieces on the 

table first, to sketch in a bit of the backstory—a few names and connecting links— which may 

not be familiar to all of you. I believe that there is something larger at stake here which, if we can 

grasp it, promises not only to broaden the horizons of Teilhardian study but also to bring a wider 

appreciation of Teilhard’s pivotal contribution to the greater Western spiritual tradition, in which 

his work is profoundly anchored.  

 

THE BACKSTORY 

 

The final section of Teilhard’s magnum opus The Human Phenomenon is called “Superlife.” It’s 

a brave and precocious attempt to sketch out what we in contemporary evolutionary theory 

would now call a new plateau or stage of consciousness, often referred to in these contemporary 

maps as “third tier” or “nondual.” For Teilhard, its hallmarks are that it is collective and that it is 

personal. Here we celebrate the debut of the ultrahuman, a whole new depth and diaphany 

emerging in human consciousness which properly ushers in “the sphere of the person” and 

marks the final convergence on the Omega Point. Paradoxically, perhaps, but consistent with 

Teilhard’s guiding principle that unity differentiates, this final convergence is in the order of an 

intensification and not a dissolving. “This is the way the world will end, this is the way the world 

will end…” neither with bang, nor with a whimper, but, for Teilhard, “in a paroxysm of 

harmonized complexity.”1 

 
   1 Teilhard de Chardin, Pierre. The Human Phenomenon, trans. Sarah Appleton-Weber. (Brighton, Chicago, and 

Toronto: Sussex Academic Press 1999, 2003, 2015), 186. Henceforth HP. 

 


